
the forest 
nursery & preschool

an authentic forest school experience for 
one to five year olds.



1 A warm welcome

Dear Families,

Thank you for your interest in our Forest Pre-Schools/Nursery. At the Outdoor Learning Company, we're
dedicated to giving children the chance to explore and revel in the wonders of nature and the world around
them. This commitment has led us to craft our distinctive Forest Pre-Schools and Nursery programs.

Following the Forest School approach to learning and development, our provisions mirror the authentic
experience of a Scandinavian Forest school. Picture this: every day, all year round, the children are outdoors,
no matter what the weather brings!

Rest assured, our Forest Pre-schools/Nursery are Ofsted registered and fully align with Early Years
Foundation Stage requirements. Qualified practitioners lead all sessions, and our staff members have
completed enhanced DBS checks. We happily accept Early Years funding for 2, 3, and 4-year-olds, both for the
15 and 30-hour entitlements. Additionally, we welcome various childcare vouchers, including Tax-Free
Childcare. Our commitment extends to collaborating with other Pre-Schools, Nurseries, and Childminders your
child may attend.

If you share our passion for the outdoors and desire an inspiring early years journey for your child, then
we're the Pre-School for you!

Feel free to contact us to arrange a visit to one of our unique sites.

Warm regards,

Ben & Justin

Founders of the Outdoor Learning Company



2 contact
information

We're delighted to share that we have two wonderful
early years sites here at The Outdoor Learning Company: 

The Forest Pre-School/Nursery at Hinton 
The Reading Room, 
Bashley Cross Road, 
Hinton, 
BH23 7DX

Within easy reach of bournmouth, christchurch, new milton ringwood & lymington

https://maps.app.goo.gl/wBvwqz6DCoNkXXKJ9

the Forest Pre-School at Copythorne
Copythorne Scout Hut, 
romsey Road, 
Copythorne,
SO40 2PB

Within easy reach of ashurst, totton, southampton, romsey, winchester &
salisbury. 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/EsY8kbT3z15Dxsgh6  

email us on: childcare@theoutdoorlearningcompany.co.uk 



The ethos of Forest School is based on a fundamental respect for children and young people and for their
capacity to instigate, test and maintain curiosity in the world around them. It believes in children's right to
play; the right to access the outdoors (and in particular a woodland environment); the right to access risk and
the vibrant reality of the natural world; and the right to experience a healthy range of emotions, through all
the challenges of social interaction, to build a resilience that will enable continued and creative engagement
with their peers and their potential.

Forest School is based more on the process of learning than it is on the content - more on the 'how' than the
'what'. This means that genuine Forest School practice steps boldly out of the shadow and limitation of 'planned
activities' and ventures collaboratively into the realms of the unplanned, unexpected and ultimately unlimited.

Children and young people are given encouragement to direct their own learning - this often requires
catalysing on the part of the Forest School leader either through stimulating play in the outdoors or through
'scaffolding' a child's learning, but mostly through simply observing how children are in the outdoors.

Significantly, and on many levels, a woodland environment is central in supporting this very dynamic approach
to learning: the passage of time, from the changing of the seasons, to the contemplation of an ancient tree; the
dynamic nature of an outdoor environment - an infinite source of smells, textures, sounds and tastes; a range
of visual stimuli from near to far, high to low, very big to very small; and the infinite layers of historical,
cultural, spiritual and mythological significance that speak of our deep relationship with trees and woodland
through the ages.*

*The information on this page is taken from the Forest School Training Company website

3 what is forest
school?



" T O  W A L K  I N  N A T U R E

I S  T O  W I T N E S S  A

T H O U S A N D  M I R A C L E S "
 

M A R I E  D A V I S



4
Our Forest 
Pre-schools &
nursery

Embark on a truly special adventure inspired by the enchanting Forest School approach to learning! Here, your
child will blossom amidst the wonders of nature, embracing the joy of using tools and exploring the magical
woodland in every season.

Our handpicked woodlands transform into natural wonderlands, encouraging children to dive into creativity,
imagination, and endless exploration.

From a self-access tool area, where tiny hands can tinker with hammers and nails, to an adult-supported zone
with bow saws, drills, and bushcraft knives, your child's creativity will flourish in a safe and supportive
environment.

Gather around the campfire for marshmallow roasting, porridge-making, bread-baking, and popcorn-popping—
catering to all dietary needs, ensuring every child enjoys the magic.

Delight in the joy of mud with a dedicated mud pit and a spacious mud kitchen, where your child can revel in the
mess and merriment, experiencing pure happiness.

For those seeking a bit of shelter, our cosy bell tent with heating offers a quiet space filled with toys and
books—a haven for relaxation and naps.

No Forest School adventure is complete without bug hunting! Explore the fascinating world of woodland
creatures and discover the tiny friends sharing the woods throughout the year.

Nurture the architect or builder within your child—crafting dens, creating bucket pulley systems—the
possibilities are endless, with abundant resources for our young engineers.

Watch as children get lost in play within our magical woodland, utilising natural resources as props and
discovering hidden nooks to create castles, shops, caves, and whatever else their imagination desires.

Just like the seasons, our woodlands and activities evolve to match the children's interests. We follow their
lead, ensuring a dynamic and engaging experience for all.

Join us on this incredible journey, where every day in the woodland becomes a new chapter filled with
exploration, discovery, and boundless creativity! 



" T o  r a i s e  a

 n a t u r e - b o n d e d  c h i l d  i s

t o  r a i s e  a  r e b e l ,  

a  d r e a m e r ,  a n  i n n o v a t o r ,

s o m e o n e  w h o  w i l l  w a l k

t h e i r  o w n  v e r d a n t ,

w i n d i n g  p a t h . ”
 

N i c o l e t t e  S o w d e r



5 Our 
Ethos 

Here at the Outdoor Learning Company, we approach Early Years Education with a unique perspective. Our
inspiration draws from the Scandinavian approach to education, forming the foundation for the Forest School
movement in the UK.

In our Forest Pre-Schools and Nursery, we take the learning experience outdoors, aligning with the ethos of
Forest School. We believe in allowing children to progress at their own pace, encouraging them to choose their
play, and nurturing their individual interests and ideas. We emphasise a more relaxed approach to learning in
the early years, respecting each child's readiness and genuine interest in literacy and numeracy.

While our Forest Schools are registered with Ofsted and adhere to the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), we
view these standards as guidelines rather than limitations. Our commitment lies in delivering an authentic
Scandinavian Forest School experience, prioritising the well-being and development of our children and families.

At the heart of the Outdoor Learning Company, our mission is to nurture a sense of global readiness in children.
We aim for them to leave us not only with a deep love for learning but also with a natural curiosity, the
confidence to question, and a passion for exploration. Our focus extends beyond academics to cultivate vital
social skills, problem-solving abilities, emotional intelligence, and physical resilience—attributes that pave the
way for success in their future endeavours.

Moreover, we recognise the importance of instilling a sense of stewardship in our young learners. We strive to
nurture a genuine love for the natural world, fostering future environmental stewards. Through our
programmes, we aim to develop a fundamental respect for all forms of life, encouraging our children to cherish
and care for the world around them. In doing so, we aspire to create not just learners but compassionate and
responsible individuals ready to make a positive impact on the planet.



Embracing the Power of Play:
Here at our Pre-Schools and Nurseries, we wholeheartedly believe, along with many others, that play is the
most effective way for children to learn. What sets us apart is our unwavering commitment to this belief— we
put 100% faith in the power of play. Our role as adults is to support and facilitate this process while staying
true to our educational philosophy.

Child-Led Learning:
In all our Pre-Schools and Nurseries, we adopt a child-led approach, a core principle that defines our work and
the ethos of Forest School. We prioritise following the child's interests and crafting their experiences based on
their unique perspectives.

Creating the Forest School Setting:
The environment in which a child plays is central to our approach at Forest Pre-Schools and Nurseries. We focus
on providing open-ended resources, steering away from one-dimensional materials that limit play to a single
way. Our settings are intentionally open and not overwhelming, allowing our practitioners to continually
adapt based on the children's interactions. Woodland environments are thoughtfully designed, featuring specific
areas like art and craft spaces, tool workshops, reading nooks, mud pits, climbing zones, and, of course, our
beloved mud kitchens. Our goal is to make the woodlands a special place for both children and adults.

The Role of Adults in Forest School:
The adult plays a crucial role in a child's Forest School experience. While the term "child-led" is commonly used
in childcare, genuine child-led learning requires adults who understand the fundamental principles of how
Forest School operates. When Forest School is executed effectively, adults have the privilege of observing
children emotionally, physically, and socially growing on their unique journeys with us. Our practitioners are
trained to work in a specific way to ensure this enriching experience for every child.



The EYFS ensures kids learn, thrive, and stay safe.  At The Outdoor Learning Company,
we blend EYFS into our Forest School approach yet always keeping things child-led
and true to each child's unique journey.

Communication and Language:
In our outdoor haven, we foster language skills through immersive experiences
like creating enchanting stories in the woods. Your child learns to articulate
thoughts, describe the wonders of nature, and negotiate with friends, laying a
strong foundation for effective communication.

Physical Development:
Exploring the natural terrain becomes a playground for physical development.
From practicing balance on stepping stones to mastering tool work with bushcraft
knives and hammers, our woodlands encourage running, jumping, and constructing
imaginative dens, ensuring holistic physical growth.

Personal, Social, and Emotional Development:
Respect for nature and the world is instilled in every outdoor adventure. Social
times around the campfire, shared snack moments, and the fostering of genuine
friendships contribute to your child's emotional intelligence, ensuring a well-
rounded social and emotional development.

Literacy:
Immerse your child in literacy-rich experiences within our woodlands, where
storybooks come alive. From identifying wildlife through reference books to
creating their marks in the great outdoors, we nurture a love for language and
literacy.

Mathematics:
In the natural surroundings, mathematics comes to life. Counting petals, measuring
natural materials, and using mathematical language during activities become part
of everyday exploration, making learning a dynamic and engaging experience.

Understanding the World:
Our Forest Pre-School is an immersive journey into understanding and respecting
the natural world. Explorations in the local area and collaborations with the
community, including the Estate farm, broaden your child's perspective

Expressive Arts and Design:
Creativity flourishes in our outdoor setting. From moulding mud sculptures to
singing, dancing, and engaging in pretend play, your child explores expressive arts
and design in a natural and imaginative environment.

6
the 
early years
foundation stage



7
The Forest 
Pre-school &
nursery - Hinton

Nestled within the serene Hinton Admiral Estate, our Forest Pre-School and Nursery unfolds across 1.5 acres of
private woodland, creating a haven for little ones to blossom. The woods boast charming features like a babbling
stream, a delightful climbing log, and a dedicated paddock where we nurture our very own fruits and vegetables.
We are also proud owners of our wonderful rescue hens and ducks.

In addition, our location offers access to sprawling farmer's fields and an expansive untouched woodland,
inviting children to embark on delightful walks and explorations. Within this enchanting woodland, you'll
discover a cosy yurt designed for our nursery children and a spacious bell tent dedicated to our Pre-School
youngsters. These warm spaces are adorned with cushions and rugs, and they come alive with the magic of books,
puzzles, and other tranquil activities that spark the imagination.

At our Forest Pre-School and Nursery, the adventure begins as early as 12 months, embracing children until they
reach the age of 5. Join us in this nurturing woodland setting, where every day holds the promise of growth,
exploration, and the simple joy of being surrounded by nature's wonders. 

. 



" R O O T S  O F  U N D E R S T A N D I N G

G R O W  D E E P  W H E N  C U R I O U S

M I N D S  A R E  N O U R I S H E D  I N

N A T U R E . "

N E L L  R E G A N  K



Nestled within the heart of  the village of Copythorne, our warm and inviting Forest Pre-School offers children
daily adventures in a secure private woodland. Embracing nature's wonders, the little ones have the added joy of
visiting our woodland companions, including chickens, ducks, and pigs - a treat for all the animal lovers!

Come rain or shine, we've got ample shelter options, from a large parachute to a cosy bell tent, ensuring every
day is filled with comfort and excitement.

Our doors are open to children from 2 years old, and the journey with us extends until they turn 5. Join us at
Forest Pre-School Copythorne, where each day brings new discoveries, friendships, and the pure delight of
exploring the great outdoors.

. 

8
The Forest 
Pre-school 
copythorne



" I F  W E  W A N T  O U R

C H I L D R E N  T O  M O V E

M O U N T A I N S ,  W E

F I R S T  H A V E  T O  L E T

T H E M  G E T  O U T  O F

T H E I R  C H A I R S . "

N I C O L E T T E  S O W D E R



12 start your
adventure

The adventure awaits at The Forest Preschool and Nursery!  Spaces are limited, and we'd love to
welcome your little one into our unique settings.

We can't wait to show you the magic of our outdoor learning experience and discuss how your child
can thrive in our warm and nurturing environment.

Ready to take the next step? simply Contact us to arrange a visit or kickstart the registration
process. email us on: childcare@theoutdoorlearningcompany.co.uk 

Secure your spot today and let the adventure begin! 



13 OUR OTHER
SERVICES

our forest preschoolers can also move onto our
sessions at embers learning community once they
are 5, equivalent to mainstream school year 1. 

embers is a project based, joy centred learning
community for home educating children aged 5-13
years old.

sessions at embers are a little more structured,
predominately indoors and provide opportunities
and experiences for children to collaborate on
projects.  

For more information on any of our
services please visit
www.theoutdoorlearningcompany.co.uk 

the forest preschoolers can move onto outdoor
adventuers as part of their home education when
they reach school age. we run from east close
farm in hinton or river hamble country park
near bursledon. both Inspired by the Forest
School approach to learning, your child will
have a unique experience being immersed in
nature, using tools and exploring the woodland
throughout the seasons. we have a thriving home
education community across dorset, hampshire
and wiltshire!

We also have Outdoor Adventurers Forest School
Holiday Clubs in various locations. 

We can also host a Forest School Birthday Party
at our Hinton Preschool venue.



WWW.THEOUTDOORLEARNINGCOMPANY.CO.UK


